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Extension Needs for Pest Management in Rice Fields of Farmers in Uttaradit Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study: (1) fundamental social and economic of farmers;
(2) conditions of rice production about pest management; (3) problems and suggestions about how to
handle pest management in rice fields of farmers; and (4) their needs for the extension of rice production.
The population in this study was members of community pest management (Rice) of Uttaradit Province in
2014 were 150 study data were collected by interview. The data were collected by interviewing the
studied farmers using structured interview form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by
computer programs was frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation. The findings of this study
were as follows: (1) the studied farmers were more female than male with average age at 52.11 years.
They were educated at primary level. An average number of household members was 3 persons. Most of
the farmers were not agricultural volunteer. The studied farmers had received pest management
information from agricultural extention officers. Their average number of male was labor 1 persons and
their average number of female was labor 1 persons. An average of rice farming area was 24.99 Rai
(1rai =1,600 square meters). While their average expenditure on doing rice farming were 3,049.59 baht/rai.
The average of their rice produce in the production was 802.87 keg/rai. Their average income on doing rice
farming were 5,736.33 bath/rai; (2) Most of studied farmers practiced in these items; Pest management
according to the rice production process: plowing and soil drying to destroy whole pests in soil, Using
certificated rice seed from Rice Department, the first fertilizer at 30 day old rice , fertilizer formula 16-20-0
and rate of use 25-30 kg/rai, and use of chemical pesticides; (3) Their problems which were serious at the
highest level were expensive fertilizers and chemicals; (4) Their needs for the extension knowledge of
important plant diseases etc; their needs for the extension channeles of government official; and the

extension method by lectures.

Keywords: Pest management, Agricultural extension needs, Rice fields, Uttaradit Province
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